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Hello once again to all our QFS members. It certainly has been a fresh start to the winter!
The fireplace at my home has certainly been getting a workout the last several weeks.
The days have been glorious though with beautiful clear skies for several weeks, which
has been a nice change for the south-east of the state.

Several days ago from the 4th to the 7th of July the QFS were part of the Queensland
Garden Expo at Nambour. Once again, a huge thank you to the Sunshine Coast Council
for giving us the opportunity to be part of the Living Backyard section of the expo. It was
great to have the opportunity to be a part of this big event again this year, as it is our
biggest event on our calendar. The Queensland Garden Expo is always a great
opportunity to spread the message about frogs in our environment and how to attract
frogs to your gardens. It was great to be able to meet so many people throughout the
four days of the expo and to help educate them about frogs.

A big thank you to all the people who volunteered and helped our stall to be so
successful again this year. These people include Desley, Jono, Julia, Rod, Simone, Ryan,
Kayla and Tommi. Without your support we could not run a successful stall at these
events. It was lovely to be able to work with many of you over the four days and I look
forward to working with many of you again in the future at other displays and workshops.
A big thank you to Jono and Jenny, for doing the behind the scenes organising of our
involvement with the council and expo organisers prior to the event.

At the Queensland Garden Expo we were able to launch our latest educational resource
which was a brochure outlining the five biggest threats to frog populations along coastal
Queensland. This is a great resource that explains what the main threats are to frogs and
a few simple things that we can do to help. It also busts the myth that toads are the big
problem. Our Events and Initiatives Co-ordinator, Jono Hooper has put a lot of time and
effort into creating this resource over the last few months and I personally would like to
thank you for creating such a helpful resource for the wider community. These brochures
can be accessed at our displays, presentations and workshops and some of these
brochures will be distributed to different organisations and councils that we work closely
with.

In the coming weeks we will have another big event that we will be involved with. This
upcoming event is the Off Grid Lifestyle Expo and this year it will be held at the Gympie
Showgrounds. It will be held on the Saturday the 3rd and Sunday the 4th of August from
9:00 am to 4:00 pm each day.
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This is a great event that we have been involved with for a few years and we are looking
forward to seeing how the event grows at the new location. If you would be interested in
volunteering for this event, please get in touch. If you are in the area, come and say hello
to us. 

The Containers for Change Program has continued to gather donations in the past
several weeks.  Thanks to every one of you that have donated your recyclable containers
to the Queensland Frog Society. We have now raised $143 which is a win for the
environment in general and a win for frog research as well! The team member number to
donate to the Queensland Frog Society is C11218433. You are more than welcome to
share this team number with as many friends and family as you can.

Take care of yourselves, look out for each other and our environment.

Regards,
Ashley Keune

We're excited to announce the release of our new
brochure highlighting the top five threats to frogs in
Queensland. This comprehensive brochure outlines
critical challenges for frogs such as habitat loss,
amphibian chytrid fungus, the impact of pest fish, feral
pigs, and weeds, the dangers of contaminated runoff and
altered hydrology, and the far-reaching effects of climate
change. 
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Chytridiomycosis, caused by chytrid fungus, is one
of the biggest dangers to our frog populations,
having already contributed to the extinction of over
90 species internationally. 

A new study has revealed frogs can recover from
Chytridiomycosis with the help of frog saunas. By
ensuring frog’s body temperatures reach a high
enough temperature, infections of Chytridiomycosis  
can clear. Even better, these frogs, once recovered,
are resistant to the disease, even in cooler
conditions when the fungus thrives.

The frog sauna is a constructon of black-painted
bricks inside a mini greenhouse, assembled with
cable ties. It is cost-effective, simple, and a build
achievable by anyone in their own backyard. The
materials required are inexpensive and readily
available, making it feasible for the general public to
adopt these saunas.

Want to make a frog sauna of your own? Visit here
for instructions.

A HEATED SOLUTION: 
THE NEW FROG SAUNA
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The number and diversity of frogs, and their
collective voice, can indicate the health of an
ecosystem. Frogs, like other amphibians, are
sensitive to subtle changes in climate and water
quality. As put by Marconi Campos-Cerqueira,
ecologist, this makes frogs reliable
environmental sensors. When lots of frogs are
singing, it’s a sign that the forest is healthy. A
quiet forest is cause for concern.

Continued...

https://cdn.theconversation.com/infographics/1065/8f4fc15a266222417cacf4d8386a3236e4c480ff/site/assets/How%20to%20build%20a%20frog%20sauna.pdf
https://cdn.theconversation.com/infographics/1065/8f4fc15a266222417cacf4d8386a3236e4c480ff/site/assets/How%20to%20build%20a%20frog%20sauna.pdf
http://www.qldfrogs.asn.au/


PAGE |  5

WWW.QLDFROGS.ASN.AU15 JULY 2024 MID-WINTER EDIT ION

Increasing numbers of scientists are turning to bioacoustics (the study of animal sounds) to monitor
environmental health. The process involves the placement of microphones in the forest to capture
sounds, then the data is analysed with computer software. This technology identifies the animal
species present and their activity patterns.

In Puerto Rico, scientists have been using bioacoustics for years to monitor environmental changes.
By listening to the sounds of frogs, they’re uncovering how climate change and the accompanying
storms and heat waves are affecting life on the island.

This method of monitoring is not only effective but also non-intrusive, providing valuable insights
into the health of ecosystems without disturbing them. As frog populations respond to environmental
shifts, their calls serve as a natural alarm system, alerting us to the well-being of our planet’s forests
and wetlands.
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We wanted to say a big thank you to all of our donors who have supported the Queensland Frog
Society. Your contributions, whether made directly or through the Containers for Change recycling
program are appreciated. Thank you for your unwavering support.
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PLEASE EMAIL EDITOR@QLDFROGS.ASN.AU WITH ARTICLES FOR
INCLUSION IN FROGSHEET!

DEADLINE FOR SPRING FROGSHEET CONTRIBUTIONS IS 

14 AUGUST 2024

Executive Committee
Patron – Dr Glen Ingram

President – Ashley Keune
Email: president [at] qldfrogs.asn.au

Vice President – Brett Malcolm
Email: vicepresidents [at] qldfrogs.asn.au

Secretary – Jenny Holdway
Ph: 0491 140 720
Email: secretary [at] qldfrogs.asn.au

Treasurer – Andrew Knowles
Email: treasurer [at] qldfrogs.asn.au

Events and Initiatives Coordinator – Jono
Hooper
Email: events_initiatives [at] qldfrogs.asn.au

Newsletter Editor - Kayla Beaton
Email: editor [at] qldfrogs.asn.au

Frogshop Sales - Jenny Holdway 
Ph: 0491 140 720
Email: frogshop [at] qldfrogs.asn.au

A WARM WELCOME TO  NEW  
QFS  MEMBERS!

Jacob Dev ine ,  Ryan C laus ,
Susan Lucke-wi lmott .  Emma

Carmichae l .

DATES  FOR  YOUR  D IARY . . .

3 & 4  August  2024
Off-Gr id  Expo at  Gympie

Showgrounds.

27 October  2024
Presentat ion  and workshop at  

CEMU event  at  Canungra .
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